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Sir: 



In reviewing the above-captioned application file, the undersigned has noted that even 
though the Examiner initialed the PTO 1449 Form filed on December 31, 2003, there is a line 
crossed through PCT references 99/14370, 99/20798 and 92/11390 because copies of the 
references were not provided. However, the references are foreign language equivalents of U.S. 
patents 6136568, 2002/0025525, and 5800984 respectively. The US patents were included 
among the references filed which were considered. The crossed out references are also listed on 
the International Search Report (ISR). Copies of the 1449 form and ISR are enclosed for the 
Examiner's convenience. 

The Patent and Trademark Office therefore is respectfully requested to return the initialed 
form without the strike-through lines to the undersigned as soon as possible. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and future replies, 
to charge payment or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for any additional 
fees required under 37 C.F.R. §1.16 or under 37 C.F.R. §1.17; particularly, extension of time fees. 



Respectfully submitted, 



BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 



By_ 




MM J. Nuell, Ph.D., #36,623 



DRN/djm 



P.O. Box 747 
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(703) 205-8000 
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